Minutes of the Meeting of the

Undergraduate Committee 

Electrical and Computer Engineering Department

University of New Mexico

December 18, 2008

The meeting was called to order at 1:35 P.M. in ECE Room 118 on Thursday, December 18, 2008.  Present were Gregory L. Heileman, Jamesina Simpson, Anna Roybal, Nasir Ghani, Sudharman Jayaweera, and Roberta M. Menicucci.


A copy of the Agenda is attached hereto.

1. ABET:  An intense and thorough discussion took place as to which Knowledge Probes should be given and when – either at the beginning or the end of specific classes.  Dr. Heileman has prepared flow charts which were the first drafts done by Dr. Gilmore and Dr. Pattichis.  We need to look at the course objectives and see how they align with the Outcomes list.  We need a Knowledge Probe at the end of ECE 231 only.   Anna mentioned that there are a few classes that have a Knowledge Probe at the beginning and the end of ECE 344L, 445 and 360, so those were looked at.  The Flow Charts should basically be the same for Computer Engineering and Electrical Engineering since they both cover Math, Science and Engineering.  It doesn’t particularly matter whether the basic knowledge is known and tested at the beginning of these classes or the student picked up the knowledge during the semester.  Dr. Heileman made notes in red on the Flow Charts which Anna Roybal will correct and make additional notes to be added to these Minutes.  A sample of the Report itself summarizing the results of the Knowledge Probes from classes should be put on the Website so everybody can see how to report back.  The Report should be a constructive, objective analysis of what was discovered that the students knew or didn’t know, either from a homework Knowledge Probe or a test Knowledge Probe.  All of this ABET information can be used when the EE curriculum is revised – perhaps finally offering our own engineering mathematics instead of the probabilistic methods class.  
2. Alumni Surveys:  Dr. Ghani will look over the Alumni and Employer Surveys which are in the last ABET booklet which Dr. Heileman will forward to him and will revise them.  Roberta has the list of all Alumni with names, addresses, phone numbers and e-mails from the Alumni Office on campus so she can start sending out the surveys in January and calling for e-mail addresses if they are not provided by the Alumni Office.  Dr. Ghani will meet again with Frank Mercer to put the survey on line so Alumni can submit their answers on line.

The meeting was adjourned at 2:35P.M.

The next meeting is January 21, 2008 at 2:30 P.M. in ECE Room 118.
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