Minutes of the Meeting of the

Undergraduate Committee 

Electrical and Computer Engineering Department

University of New Mexico

January 21, 2009

The meeting was called to order at 2:05 P.M. in ECE Room 118 on Wednesday, January 21, 2009.   Present were Gregory L. Heileman, Anna Roybal, Nasir Ghani, Sudharman Jayaweera, Ravi Jain, Olga Lavrova, Payman Zarkash-Ha, and Roberta M. Menicucci.


The Minutes of the last meeting in December were reviewed and a Motion was made by Dr. Jayaweera that we accept them as they are.

1.
ABET.  Dr. Heileman spoke about the website he has created with the help of Sohail ___________ and Anna Roybal which is pretty up to date on all the ABET documentation.  


Flow charts that Anna Roybal had completed with Outcomes from A through K showing each class for CompE and EE and showing the Knowledge Probes at the beginning and ending of each class were discussed in detail.  She will go over some of these prerequisites with Roberta Menicucci, since a few of the prerequisites may be out of order.   Discussion ensured regarding prereqs such as Math 314 being the prereq to ECE 340 only so where should the Knowledge Probe be administered, before the class ECE 340 or after.


The importance of having everything done and put on line is that the ECE Department is participating in the UNM general accreditation program which takes place on February 23-25, 2009, and it is important that we get feedback from these Knowledge Probes in order to make any changes to the EE or CompE programs before we have out own ABET accreditation process in 2009.  


Anna sent e-mails out to those who needed to send in their Knowledge Probes along with their Analyses and all this should be put on the ABET website by the next meeting in two weeks.  Greg will work with Sohail to make sure that is done.


Olga Lavrova mentioned whether the Knowledge Probe should be given at the end of ECE 419L or at the beginning of ECE 420L.  In this case, there needs to be an independent evaluation done on the progress of the students from the projects they have completed in these two classes.  There needs to be an independent way of validating and assessing the multidisciplinary teams in these two classes.

Greg has almost completed the Report that will be needed when we present our portion of the accreditation process for UNM in February.  


There will be new Objectives which students will be asked about when the ABET assessors come in 2009.  The ones now may change or may stay nearly the same.  The vision and strategy group is already looking at coming up with some new Objectives, which will then be passed on to the students.
2. Alumni Surveys.  Dr. Ghani has completed two Alumni Surveys, one to be sent to the Employer and one to the Employee – Student who has graduated in the past three to five years.  The purpose of these Alumni Surveys is to get input from students, industry, and faculty to keep up with any changes in our programs to satisfy ABET accreditation requirements every few years.  Dr. Ghani will re-write some of the questions to match the Outcomes A through K.
3. EE Curriculum Changes.  Dr. Jayaweera did a fabulous job on creating a new proposed EE Curriculum which will also be in response to changes we have made in our programs since the last ABET Review.  We already did a whole new change in the CompE Program.  A discussion took place as to whether or not we should add an ECE 201 class, whether or not MATLAB should be taught in ECE 131 or a new ECE 201 class; and whether or not some classes should be categorized as “completeness”, “depth”, or “breadth” courses.  A Motion was made by Greg that this new proposed EE general structure curriculum be presented to the faculty for their discussion and vote.  The Motion was seconded by Ravi Jain and passed unanimously.



After that process happens with at a Faculty Meeting, then a more in-depth look at the actual concentrations, tracks, and technical electives will take place. 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:40 P.M.  Everyone agreed to meet every other Monday for the next few weeks.  
The next meeting is Monday, February 2, 2009 at 2:00 P.M. in ECE Room 118.






____________________________






Gregory L. Heileman, Chair






Undergraduate Committee






ECE  Department

